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“webware"



Facts & Myths (h/t Gary Pollice)

Fact: Many students know a lot about creating Web pages and Web sites 
    - You might know a lot more than I do.  

Myth: The students in the previous fact know how to do it right and well.  
 
Myth: Learning Webware is mainly about the tools (React, Rails, Django, …) 

Fact: Learning Webware is about learning principles and processes



Facts & Myths (h/t Gary Pollice)
Fact: You will understand the basics if you pass this course 

Myth: You will be an expert if you pass this course 

Fact: Web sites need to be designed and engineered 

Hacked jobs are brittle and will not last* 
    *over-engineering is just as bad as a hacked job, because… 

Fact: Web applications are often short-lived 



Lane Harrison, PhD 

Assistant Professor, WPI CS  
(also AP in DS, IMGD, BCB) 

Director of the VIEW lab 
(data visualization) 

http://web.cs.wpi.edu/~ltharrison/  
@laneharrison 

 
(ranked platinum in OverWatch)

http://web.cs.wpi.edu/~ltharrison/


our “stack”:  
- javascript: client-side 
- node: server-side 
- heroku: deployment 
- git: assignments, submissions, slides, etc.  
- slack: communication



cs4241-17a.github.io



Slack! 
For everything!



a glance at the past…



“Highlights”





“Low Lights”





-Varied skillsets is real.  
(see our grading scheme) 



-Varied skillsets is real.  
(see our grading scheme) 

-We will emphasize Process over 
Product. 



-Varied skillsets is real.  
(see our grading scheme) 

-We will emphasize Process over 
Product. 

-I plan to fail, typo, forget, etc in front of 
you, because it’s the reality of webdev.



don’t be afraid to drop



the successful student



meets and moves beyond the  
minimum requirements



actively uses “negative space” 
in the course to develop and 
achieve their own learning goals



communicates, helps, and 
engages with their fellow 
aspiring webdevs



communicates, helps, and 
engages with their fellow 
aspiring webdevs



doesn’t cheat



possibility: final project day



60 breakfast sandwiches

40 assorted pastries

~150 cups of coffee



~$900, raised via venmo; square

60 breakfast sandwiches

40 assorted pastries

~150 cups of coffee


